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THE ISSUES 


AT GENEVA 





HE debates at the thirty-third Coun- 

cil meeting this week are momentous 
for the peace of Europe. They will center 
about the Protocol. Shall it be modified 
or rejected? If the latter, what substitute 
proposal, if any, for disarmament and 
security, can be agreed upon? Will the 
British suggestion that Germany be in- 
cluded in a general security pact be ac- 
cepted? Or will Poland and the other Suc- 
cession States raise insuperable barriers 
to such a broadening of their present al- 
liance with France? Will France risk 
weakening, perhaps jeopardizing her pres- 
ent Continental hegemony, in order to se- 
cure a British guarantee at the price of 
including Germany? Shall the League as- 
sume responsibility under Article 213 of 
the Versailles Treaty for the supervision 
of armaments in Austria and Hungary, 
and especially in Germany? Shall the 
German conditions for her admission to 
the League—releasing her from obliga- 
tions under Articles 10 and 16—hbe ac- 
cepted, or must she assume without res- 
ervations the full responsibilities of the 
Covenant? These are but a few of the 
major questions which are being wrestled 
with at Geneva now. 

In addition to these problems, the Coun- 
cil has on its program the following for- 
midable list: 

The exercise of the Council’s right of 
investigation into the armaments of Ger- 
many, Austria, Bulgaria and Hungary; the 
private manufacture of armaments; ques- 
tions between Greece and Turkey in refer- 
ence to minorities and the recent expulsion 
of the Patriarch from Constantinople; 
minority problems between Bulgaria and 
Greece, and in Lithuania; the naming of 
members of the Governing Commission of 
the Saar Territory; numerous questions 
relating to Danzig; the report of the Eco- 
nomic Committee regarding the abolition 


of restrictions on exports and imports and 
that of the Financial Committee concern- 
ing double taxation and fiscal evasion (in 
the preparation of this latter report Prof. 
E. R. A. Seligman, of Columbia University, 
had a large part); the financial situation 
in Hungary and Austria, concerning which 
the twenty-sixth report of the League 
Commissioner for Austria, March 9, is de- 
cidedly more optimistic. 

This very summary outline illustrates 
the surprising degree to which the League 
is becoming an integral part of European 
international relationships. 


World Court Developments 

UST before adjournment, March 3, the 

House of Representatives, by an over 
whelming vote of 302 to 28, passed the 
Burton Resolution expressing “its cordia) 
approval of the Permanent Court of Inter- 
national Justice and an earnest desire tha: 
the United States give early adherence t» 
the Protocol establishing the same, with 
the reservations recommended by Presi 
dent Harding and President Coolidge. 
The resolution further expressed th 
readiness of the House “to participate in 
the enactment of such legislation as will 
necessarily follow such approval.” Mr. 
Burton accompanied his resolution with 
a searching report illustrating the fre- 
quent exercise by the House of its right 
not only to express its judgment on ques- 
tions of foreign policy but in many in- 
stances to give, along with the Senate, “ad- 
vice and consent” to actions proposed by 
the Executive. 

Despite this striking evidence of the 
country’s approval, it now seems unlikely 
that the Senate during its special session 
will take action to enable the Administra- 
tion to adhere to the Court, unless Presi- 
dent Coolidge takes the initiative vigor- 
ously. 

In view of the Senate’s dilatoriness and 
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the ability of a very small minority to 
block action, a move was initiated in the 
House of Representatives during the latter 
part of February to secure adherence 
through a Joint Resolution of Congress. 
No action, however, was taken on the 
resolution which requires only a majority. 

Two questions are involved in this pro- 
posal: Would it be constitutional? Would 
it be politically expedient? On the point 
of constitutionality there is difference of 
opinion among authorities, but very ca- 
pable constitutional lawyers,including Mr. 
Burton, say “yes.” Between now and the 
reassembling of Congress, careful study 
should be made of the possibility of action 
through this simpler means. It is almost 
certain that a majority in both the House 
and the Senate would favor immediate ad- 
herence. 

The President’s Inaugural 
HOUGH a large portion of the Presi- 
dent’s address was devoted to foreign 

affairs, his specific points may be summa- 
rized briefly as follows: 


(1) Opposition to armament rivalry. 

(2) Faith in frequent international 
“conferences and consultations” and be- 
lief in “a continuation of this policy.” 

(3) Adherence to the Permanent 
Court, and a vigorous protest against 
“sophistries” and “subterfuges’” which 
would prevent our supporting “a tri- 
bunal for the administration of even- 
handed justice between nation and na- 
tion.” 

(4) General approval of the “clarifi- 
cation of the principles of international 
law,” and “the outlawry of aggressive 
war.” 

(5) Recognition that “one of the 
greatest dangers to peace lies in the 
economic pressure to which people find 
themselves subjected.” 

(6) Emphasis that “unless the desire 
for peace be cherished (in the heart of 
humanity), all artificial efforts will be 
in vain.” 

(7) “It seems altogether probable 
that we can contribute most to these 
important objects by maintaining our 
position of political detachment and in- 
dependence.” 

British Politics 


AST Friday, the British Prime Minis- 

ter showed courageous leadership 
which won him the enthusiastic approval 
of all shades of political opinion except 
from the “die-hards.” Mr. Baldwin, in 
the midst of an earnest plea for industrial 
peace, came out definitely against the bill 
introduced by a Conservative member to 
release trade unionists from the require- 
ment under the Trade Union Act of 1913 
of contributing to a fund used for the sup- 
port of the Labor Party. The passage of 
this bill, even though not a Government 
measure, would have been looked upon by 
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the Labor Party as almost the declaration 
of a class war. The Prime Minister’s 
stand assures the measure’s defeat. 

This evidence of Conservative leader- 
ship was paralleled last week by a strik- 
ing indication of the present disorganiza- 
tion of the Liberal Party. In the London 
County Council elections of March 5 the 
Liberal members were reduced from 
twenty-two to six. Thus in this important 
municipal assembly, where formerly Lib- 
erals dominated, they are a mere remnant, 
while Labor has thirty-five seats—a gain 
of nineteen—and the Conservatives 


eighty-four. 
Italian Debts 


HE new Italian Ambassador, Giacomo 

de Martino, in presenting his creden- 
tials to President Coolidge on March 2, 
gave assurances of his Government’s “sin- 
cere intention of meeting its international] 
obligations.” President Coolidge’s reply 
was almost identical with that made to a 
similar statement of the new French Am- 
bassador: “Such assurances as_ those 
which you convey regarding the intention 
of the Government and people of Italy to 
discharge their proportion of this para- 
mount duty establish a precious guarantee 
to the desired end.” 


The Tacna-Arica Award 


HE Tacna-Arica controversy between 
Chile on one hand and Bolivia and 
Peru on the other, which for forty-five 
years has been a source of irritating fric- 
tion, seems at last to have been put in the 
way of settlement through the award an- 





nounced by President Coolidge on March } 


9. The controversy was referred to the 
President as arbitrator July 21, 1922. It 
was then agreed that his decision should 
be final. The decision is not wholly favor- 
able to either of the contending groups. 
The basic principle of the settlement is 
the determination of disputed points 
through a plebiscite. This result of the 
work of former Secretary Hughes should 
remove from South American politics a 
thorny and difficult question. 


Can the State Department Declare War? 


HARGES that Congressional power 
to make war and control foreign re- 
lations is being arbitrarily exercised by 
United States Army and Navy officials in 
Central and Latin America were made 


before a sub-committee of the Senate For- 


eign Relations Committee week before 
last. The occasion for these hearings was 
the resolution of Senator Ladd, which 


would stop the Executive branches of the & 
Federal Government from pledging or — 
supplying military aid in the collection of F 


claims of American citizens against any 
foreign State without specific prior au- 
thority from Congress. No action was 
taken on the resolution in the Senate. 

J. G. McD. | 


The Editore assume responsibility for the opinions expressed in this Bulletin. E>: 
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